
Northern Spirit

Cabbies 
bring 
xmas 
cheer
A SALFORD cabbie has donated 
advent calendars to Salford Food-
bank after being “inspired” by the 
city’s community spirit following 
Alan Henning’s death. 

Driver Stuart Ryan gave over 100 
advent calendars to the Salford Cen-
tral Foodbank on Friday along with 
other festive chocolates. 

Mr Ryan said: “A couple of weeks 
ago we lost one or our dear family 
friend from the taxis Alan Henning. 

“The community spirit that formed 
from that has inspired me into helping 
the local community more and is one 
of the reasons why I’m here support-
ing the foodbank.”

The 46-year-old cabbie added that 
he was hoping to put a smile on 
young kid’s faces.

In 2014, the foodbank on Mocha 
Parade has fed a thousand children 
in Salford.

The donations follow Manchester 
Comedian Jason Manford’s Christ-
mas Appeal for communities to buy 
up an extra advent calendar and give 
them to foodbanks.

Mr Manford wrote on his Facebook 
page last night: “Thanks to all who 
did, it really shows the real Christmas 
spirit.”

Mark Whittington, the general 
manager of Salford Central Food-
bank, complimented the comedian’s 
support. 

“It’s great that a public figure like 
that with such a following is really 
supportive of the foodbank and giving 
us some publicity,” he added.

Salford Central Foodbank is run by 
the national charity The Trussell Trust 
and has provided 10,000 meals in 
2014 alone. 

Mr Whittington said he was 
‘amazed’ at the community’s gener-
osity.  

“Some people might not be able to 
afford a full Christmas dinner, but if 
they have a few little extra treats it 
can really make a difference,” he said.

You can show your support by 
donating to Salford Central during 
their Christmas collections at Tesco at 
Salford Precinct and at Cheetham Hill 
on 27, 28 and 29 November.

Hamilton 
celebrates 
with Salford

Lewis Hamilton was in Salford 
today after winning his second 
Formula 1 world title in Abu Dhabi 
on Sunday. 

Although Nico Rosberg tried 
to pile on the pressure, the 
Mercedes driver kept his cool and 
managed to secure his second 
world title.

When asked about his victory, 
he said: “I’m still trying to process 
it, I was definitely surprised”.

Talking of his start he said: “I 
just tried to react as quickly as 
possible”.

Hamilton also said: “It was one 
of the greatest moments in my 
life”.

He added: “It’s been an incred-
ible season, absolutely incredi-
ble.”

Hamilton’s second world title 
win makes him the fourth British 
driver to win multiple titles.

Alan Henning Memorial: Candles lit in memory of Aid Worker Alan Henning

Cabbie calls for 

‘Alan Henning Way’
By Carlie Foster

SALFORD taxi driver wants British Hos-
tage Alan Henning to have his own road in 
the city.

Driver Stuart Ryan hopes for the new road 
being built near Salford’s rugby Stadium to be 
named after the aid worker so the community 
can forever commemorate their local hero.

Mr Ryan who knew Mr Henning for over 20 
years, wants the council to arrange a me-
morial plaque to be put on the street in Alan 
Henning’s name.

He said: “This will be the go to place where 
Alan Henning’s family and the local communi-
ty can come and pay their respects.

“When his grandchildren eventually come 
along, they will also have somewhere they 
could go to, to remember their grandad.”
Hundreds of people gathered at Eccles Par-

ish Church on Saturday to pay their respects 

to the murdered aid worker.
Mr Ryan said he felt “scared” at first when 

he attended the funeral, but soon “felt joy” for 
him and Alan’s family to be able to say their 
goodbyes.
Local MPs Hazel Blears and Barbara Keeley, 
and the Mayor of Salford Ian Stewart attended 
the service.

Hazel Blears, Labour MP for Salford and 
Eccles, said: “This was a moving service in 
which we heard some really powerful words 
from Alan’s wife Barbara about what motivat-
ed him to help people in Syria.”

She added: ““Alan’s selfless humanity was in 
stark contrast to the barbaric and un-Islamic 
actions of his evil killers, and his family and 
the people of Salford, Eccles and beyond will 
remember him with pride and affection.”

Mr Ryan said that by giving Mr Henning his 

own road, this would allow him to always be 
apart and have a place in the city.

The construction of the new road near the 
AJ Bell Stadium at Barton, is part of the Port 
Salford and A57 Road Improvement scheme.
Work started in January 2013 and is due to be 
completed by end of 2015.

Mr Alan Henning was delivering aid to Syria 
in December when he was kidnapped by 
Islamic State millitants.
On the 3 October, a video was released 
showing Mr Henning being killed by Islamic 
State.

“It was extremely sad that the service on 
the weekend was a funeral service without a 
funeral.

“But the way Alan’s family, friends and the 
Asian community spoke about him was truly 
wonderful,” said Stuart Ryan.


