
Biggest boost for 
North West roads

NICK CLEGG : The Deputy Prime Minister promises huge changes for the North West

ONE of the longest tunnels in Europe 
is set to be built under the Pennines to 
transform road links between Manchester 
and Sheffield.

The feasibility of the scheme was an-
nounced in Parliament Monday morning and 
it is part of a £15bn project to renovate major 
motorways and combat congestion hotspots 
in the UK.

There are also plans to renovate the M62, 
the road that passes the cities of Salford, 
Manchester, Bradford and Leeds into a smart 
motorway as part of £800m proposals to im-
prove the North West’s road networks.

Deputy Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, re-
cently called for major improvements to the 
Woodhead pass, the road which connects 
Manchester and Sheffield after it is regularly 
forced to close due to weather constraints.

Mr Clegg said yesterday standing next to the 
traffic in Mottram that this time promises will 
be made.

“Unlike the past where commitments have 
not been delivered, this initiative will definitely 
take place. The money is there, 15 billion 
pounds and we’re passing a new law called 
the infrastructure bill. The organisations 

necessary to deliver the projects will be there 
and there is public backing as well,” said the 
Deputy Prime Minister.

Mr Clegg added that the road links will bring 
greater connectivity and a sense of unity 
across the northern cities.

“We have got to overcome our traditional 
football team style rivalries across the Pen-
nines. It’s about creating a northern economic 
hub,” he said.

The Government revealed that it will be 
investing 170m on the A57, a road that runs 
east from Liverpool to Lincoln via Eccles, Sal-
ford and Manchester and the A628 TransPen-
nine route including constructing a Mottram 
bypass.

The project will also dual the A161 near 
Sheffield and overtaking lanes could be built 
on the A628 from north of Sheffield to Glos-
sop.

The Deputy Prime Minister said that by 
eliminating the large scale traffic, the road 
constructions will also have environmental 
benefits rather than detrimental effects.

A mother from Mottram said that the ‘horren-
dous’ traffic and pollution it evokes, is a ‘real 

concern’ for her children.
She said: “Some houses near to the road 

turn black within a week and the pollution is 
always at my kid’s level.”

She added: “The traffic is horrendous. My 
son almost got knocked over by a HDV lorry 
because it just didn’t stop. It’s a scary road. 
It’s worse than London and I have lived in 
London.”

The road upgrades follow years of cam-
paigning from residents frustrated with the 
traffic around Mottram and Glossop. 

After the last general election, a public en-
quiry about the issue and plans for a bypass 
lapsed.

Mrs Jennifer Turner, a resident in the area 
for 28 years said: “The traffic is awful. It is like 
this every day, day in day out. I’m walking up 
to my mother’s because it is quicker to travel 
by foot.

“I don’t think I will be alive to see the new 
road built. You are talking 20 to 50 years 
down the line. We want something now.”

Overall, nine schemes are promised across 
the North West and will bring 600 new jobs.

The plans have been supported with a 
pledge for 1.4 billion pounds more in road 
maintenance spending across the region.

Boutique 
gives 
‘dignity’ to 
homeless 

THE country’s first ever clothes 
store for the homeless opened in 
Manchester on Saturday, before 
the “frightening” cold weather 
strikes.

Many homeless people came to the 
pop up store in Houldsworth Street 
in the Northern Quarter to browse 
clothes donated by the public, have 
some food and chat to the community.

Risha Lancaster, co-founder of 
Coffee4Craig, the Salford-based 
charity who ran the clothing boutique 
said: “It’s about giving dignity back to 
people who may feel they have none.”

She added: “Since we started 
Coffee4Craig, five homeless people I 
knew died unnecessarily.

“With the winter approaching, it’s 
becoming even more frightening.”

Mrs Lancaster set up Coffee4Craig 
in memory of her brother, Craig 
White, who died sleeping rough on 
the streets.

With the numbers of homeless 
people across Manchester increasing, 
Mrs Lancaster criticised the city’s lack 
of facilities to support the homeless.

“There is only one night shelter that 
covers Manchester and Salford and 
it’s constantly full.

“There is nowhere for the less fortu-
nate to go other than the streets.”

Among the public figures that 
showed their support, were the Police 
and Crime Commissioner Tony Lloyd 
and young entrepreneur Tommie 
Rose.

Scandal
Despite showing his support for 

the venture, Mr Lloyd said that more 
needs to be done in the city to tackle 
this ‘scandal.’

Mr Lloyd said: “Here in the city we 
know there is a shortage of accom-
modation that’s affordable for people 
at the bottom of the income scale.

“We need to make sure we have the 
shelters and facilities that can make a 
difference. This is key to being a part 
of a decent society and we are not 
quite there yet.”

Coffee4Craig, run three street kitch-
ens every week in Manchester near 
Piccadilly Gardens.

Tommie said: “This scheme is close 
to my heart because years ago before 
I was born, my Grandad was home-
less and something like this got him 
back on his feet.”

The clothing left over was distrib-
uted by the Coffee4Craig to former 
homeless charities and others living 
in hostels.

‘Smart 
Motorway’ 
to reduce 
congestion

A NEW ‘Smart Motorway’ scheme 
is being put into place between the 
M60 to the M62 in Manchester. The 
scheme will be limiting drivers to a 50 
mph speed limit to reduce traffic. 

In a press release, the government 
have said, “Smart motorways use 
technology to manage traffic and 
support economic growth by tackling 
congestion and improving journey 
times. This includes using variable 
speed limits, traffic flow sensors in 
the road, overhead signs and CCTV.”

Highway agency project manager, 
Paul Hampson said, “The motorway 
upgrade is designed to support 
economic growth by alleviating con-
gestion, which is estimated to cost 
the economy £2 billion every year. 
These exhibitions will give people the 
opportunity to find out more about the 
scheme and its benefits.”

This motorway scheme is currently 
under construction and is due to be 
completed in Autumn 2017.
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